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Project “Role of Renewable Energy in Tackling the Problems of Climate Change and Air Pollution”

1.
IMPORTANCE AND RESULT OF THE PROJECT

The project “Role of Renewable Energy in Tackling the Problems of Climate Change and Air
Pollution” (hereinafter- the project) is an example of a progressive and successful educational
initiative for adolescents living in the regions.

Approximately 500 students from 38 different public and private schools of Samegrelo- Zemo
Svaneti, Imereti and Guria regions were involved in the activities, trainings and public lectures
provided by the project, which indicates the high level of interest and the broadscope of the
project.

The joint initiative of the Energy Training Center and UNICEF played an important role in raising
the awareness of youth, especially to reduce the impact of climate change and air pollution.

The project activities contributed to the formation of the adolescents’ vision that the transition
to renewable energy is not only the answer to the global energy demand, but also a crucial
strategy to reduce emissions adding to climate change and air pollution.

The Energy Training Center considers that the project successfully engaged and activated
youth in the regions. Implementation of similar initiatives for children and adolescents in
other regions of Georgia will ensure sustainability of the project and create a spreading effect
that will involve many more young people in mitigating the consequences of climate change
and air pollution.

2.
ABOUT THE ENERGY TRAINING CENTER

Energy Training Center was established on February 4, 2022. The founder of the Energy
Training Center is the Georgian National Energy and Water Supply Regulatory Commission.

The goal of the Energy Training Center is to raise public awareness on topics related to the
electricity, natural gas, water supply and amelioration sectors, implement subject-specific
training courses/programs for professional development and qualification enhancement,
increase involvement of women in the energy sector, conduct educational projects for school
students and more. The Energy Training Center is focused on achieving effective results by
implementing various projects in the fields of energy and water supply.

3.
ABOUT UNICEF

UNICEF has been working in the world’s most difficult regions for more than 70 years to help
the world’s most vulnerable children. In more than 190 countries and territories, UNICEF works
for every child everywhere to build a better world for all. For more than 30 years, UNICEF has
been helping the Government of Georgia to protect children’s rights and fulfill its obligations
under the Convention on the Rights of the Child. UNICEF’s goal is to help the most vulnerable
children, promote their empowerment and social inclusion, and reduce inequalities that
negatively affect children and their families.
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4.
ABOUT PROJECT

With the support of UNICEF, Energy Training Center implemented the project in three regions
of Georgia: Samegrelo —Zemo Svaneti, Imereti and Guria regions.

The goal of the project was:

e Raising awareness of youth in selected schools in the municipalities of Samegrelo
— Zemo Svaneti, Guria and Imereti regions about the role of renewable energies in
tackling the problems of climate change and air pollution;

e Stimulating the interest of youth in the target municipalities regarding the mentioned
issues, establishing care for the country’s renewable resources and climate, facilitating
establishment of sustainable mechanisms, increasing and strengthening the
involvement of youth in decision-making processes related to the future and well-
being.

As a result of the initiative, about 500 young people from 38 different schools received
information on the importance of renewable energy in tackling the problems of climate
change and air pollution.

5.

INFORMATION MEETINGS AND TRAINING METHODOLOGY
IMPLEMENTED WITHIN THE PROJECT

At the initial stage of the project, information meetings were held in the target regions. The

participants of the meetings were provided with information about the goals, objectives and
planned events of the project, as well as about the Energy Training Center and UNICEF.

At the same time, the purpose of the mentioned meetings was to secure support and
partnership in the activities envisaged by the Energy Training Center, including organizing the
planned trainings, mobilizing participants of the training and solving other technical issues.
Directors of educational resource centers and schools participated in the meetings.

At the next stage of the project, the project team, in accordance with the methodology, has
developed a training course module and a detailed training schedule. For each module, the
topics and issues were defined on which trainings would be conducted in the target regions.

The training methodology was based on the following basic principles:

e Experience of trainers;

e High quality, practicality and usability of training materials;

e Interactivity of the process;

e Effective time management.

The training aimed to provide participants with essential knowledge, experience and
approaches and to enhance their qualifications and skills. During the training, emphasis was
placed on raising trainees’ awareness and ensuring the practical application of the knowledge
acquired.

Various methodologies and tools were used in the training, including presentations, group
and individual assignments and work, case discussions, practical examples, topic-relevant
questions and discussions, role-playing, facilitation and feedback.

The following issues were considered in the training course module:
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Time period: Time was provided for each module;

Training topics and activities: Each module covered specific topics and activities;
Methodology: The relevant methodologiesandtoolsforeach module were determined;
Assignments: Each module comprised exercises/tasks to be performed during the
training;

e Instructions: During the training, including the task component, the participants were
given oral and written instructions by the trainers;

Training course: Maximum interactivity of the process was ensured for each module;
Training materials: Electronic versions of training course materials were sent to the
participants via e-mail.

After the completion of the training course, bilingual certificates were given to the young
participants.

The total duration of trainings and public lectures amounted to 72 hours.

The following issues were discussed during the training sessions: climate change and its causes,
means of reducing greenhouse gases, the role of fossil fuel power plants in air pollution,
the impact of renewable energy sources on the environment, environmental safety during
electricity transmission, the impact of electricity consumers on the environment, the role of
energy efficiency in reducing emissions, global climate change mitigation practices, energy
security, renewable energy and environmental protection, and the role of globalization in
energy security.
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6.

THE SURVEY RESULTS ON PARTICIPANTS’ SATISFACTION WITH THE
TRAINING COURSE AND THEIR EVALUATION OF THE TRAINING
PROCESS.

In order to evaluate the level of satisfaction with the training course and the training process,

a survey was carried out using a quantitative method. Students aged 14 to 17 from Zugdidi,
Kutaisi and Ozurgeti participated in the quantitative research.

The main method of the quantitative research was a survey, utilizing a standardized
qguestionnaire as the main tool. An online survey tool Google Forms was used to collect
quantitative data. For some questions, the respondents had the opportunity to make an
assessment using a 5-point scale, where 1 means the lowest assessment, and 5- the highest.

In total, about 140 respondents took part in the survey. In terms of gender, the respondents
participating in the research were distributed as follows: 57%- girls and 43%- boys. Out of the
surveyed students, 93% are public school students and 7% are private school students. The
respondents’ participation in the survey, categorized by their place of residence is illustrated
in the below diagram:

Diagram N1. Place of residence

mZugdidi ™ Kutaisi ~ Ozurgeti

According to the results, 98% of the respondents expressed high satisfaction when asked
how satisfied the respondents are with the conducted training course. This indicator shows
the high efficiency of the activities carried out within the project:

Diagram NZ. Satisfaction with the training course

98%
= m
2 3 4 5

1
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For the majority of respondents, in particular 90%, the issues discussed at the trainings are
new, which proves that the topics selected for the training course were relevant for the
trainees:

Diagram N3. New issues discussed at the training

EYes HNo

When asked how well the trainings were organized, 96% of the respondents expressed
high satisfaction, which is shown in the given diagram:

Diagram N4. Organization of a fraining course

96%

L Y sl ‘%'

1 2 3 4 5

Most of the respondents, in particular, 97% give the highest evaluation to the trainers’
qualifications, which shows the correct selection of the team of highly qualified trainers:

Diagram N5, Evaluation of trainers' qualification

97%
L L allin W | |
1 2 3 4 5

—_ 23 L
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The absolute majority of the participantsin the survey gave a high evaluation to the organization
of the training course. This indicates effective planning of project activities and well organized
implementation of the process on the part of the Energy Training Center team.

All responzents recommend conducting the mentioned training course in other regions and
schools of Georgia, which emphasizes the relevance of the project:

Diagram N6. Recommendation for holding a training course at other schools

BYes
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7.
MAIN CONCLUSIONS

e The high rate of satisfaction of the respondents indicates the effectiveness of the
activities implemented within the project. This shows the timeliness and relevance of
the project;

e An important result of the project is to facilitate the formation of the vision of
adolescents that the transition to renewable energy is not only an answer to the global
energy demand, but also a crucial strategy to reduce the negative consequences of
climate change and air pollution.

e |tisclearfromthe evaluations of the project, that the initiative implemented by the joint
initiative of the Energy Training Center and the United Nations Children’s Fund played
a pivotal role in raising the awareness of youth. On the part of the respondents, the
events and activities implemented within the project were evaluated as an important
and necessary initiative for youth;

e The training on “The Role of Renewable Energy in Addressing Climate Change and Air
Pollution” effectively equipped participants with knowledge about the significance of
renewable energy in combating these issues. This is supported by the survey results
and participant evaluations.

e The absolute majority of young people involved in the project recommend that similar
training courses be held in other regions and schools of Georgia. This emphasizes the
relevance of the project and high interest in the issues covered by the project.

e In terms of the sustainability of the project, an important result is the initiative of one
of the schools to develop specific programs related to energy issues in cooperation
with the Energy Training Center. This will contribute more to raising awareness among
young people about these issues.

e An important motivation for the project team is the positive feedback from youths,
educational resource centers and school administrations, which was expressed by
their interest in the issue and evaluations.
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8.
EVALUATIONS

Georgian-American International School Progress in Kutaisi
10t grade student
Elena Silagadze

| think it is the duty of all people to protect the environment in which we live. Climate change
is one of the most pressing issues of our time, it concerns us all. Therefore, it was interesting
for me to attend the training course conducted by the Energy Training Center on the topic:
“The Role of Renewable Energy in Tackling the Problem of Climate Change and Air Pollution”.
Projects of this kind should be often implemented for school children and students for them
to properly analyze today’s climate problems and jointly find ways to tackle them.

Although | already had information on these issues, | received even more advice from the
trainers on how our behaviors can slow down climate change and global warming, and | will
definitely share this important information with others.

The trainers spoke in detail and interestingly about the above mentioned issues. | am glad that
| took part and | am sure that more interesting and necessary projects will be offered to us in
the future.

Georgian-American International School Progress in Kutaisi
10t grade student
Nikoloz Kuntchulia

In my opinion, knowledge of this topic is necessary for any member of the society. | believe
that raising awareness in this direction will influence people’s behaviors, which will lead to
reduction of climate change and air pollution and support renewable energy policies.

The trainers of the training course presented these issues quite interestingly. | will be happy
to participate in similar projects in the future as well.

Brand author, Founder and General Director of
Georgian-American International School Progress network

Nino Chikvashvili

On behalf of the Georgian-American International School Progress, | am glad that it is already
second year, we are hosting trainings for young people organized by the Energy Training Center.
It is very important for us to give the opportunity to receive such high quality education to the
students of Progress and other schools.

Within the framework of this cooperation, the idea emerged that School Progress, in
cooperation with the Energy Training Center, should develop specific programs and further
contribute to raising awareness among young people about these issues.

26 e —————————————
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Head of Innovative and Non-Formal Education Department of
Georgian-American International School Progress
Maka Kachkachishvili

The students participated in the project with great joy, because they already knew about the
benefits of this training from other students from last year’s experience. Project participants
have received important information on how they can take care of the environment and
stop climate change by their own actions. Also, the relevance of energy as a profession has
become more apparent to them, which will significantly contribute to the popularization of
this profession among young people.

Georgian-American International School Progress in Kutaisi
10" grade student
Mariam Andriadze

The training was very interesting. | learned a lot of facts that | didn’t know before. The issue of
correct and safe use of energy was particularly interesting.

During the process, we discussed various important problems in the field of energy. Based on
the knowledge gained, | will try even harder to take care of the environment, to change my
daily habits in favor of the climate.

Kutaisi public school N13
11* grade student
Mariam Khurtsilava

The training was very interesting and fascinating in its own way. | received a lot of important
information, which | am sure will be useful in life. | learned a lot of new things, like how to use
energy without harming the environment and my finances. | also liked the format in which the
training was conducted. The trainers spoke comprehensively and interestingly. In my opinion,
such issues should be discussed in other schools as well, and | would definitely recommend it.

Kutaisi public school N13
11* grade student
Saba Pochkhua

The training exceeded my expectations, | gained a deep understanding of the role of energy
efficiency in our daily life with the help of people who have many years of experience in this
field. Also, | recommend that such type of lectures be held throughout Georgia to inform
youth about climate change and energy efficiency.

4
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Kutaisi public school N13
8t grade student
Mariam Didbaridze

The students got quite a lot of information about energy efficiency and energy. | would
definitely like to participate in a similar project in the future.

Director of Kutaisi public school N13

Eliso Iremadze

Throughout the training, students’ expectations were met as the sessions were rich with
engaging and essential information. Each day was well-organized and presented in a way that
was easy for students to understand. We extend our gratitude to the trainers and organizers
for delivering such a comprehensive and valuable training experience.

Public school N1 of village Ingiri, Zugdidi
10t grade student
Davit kalichava

| am satisfied with the conducted training. | am now preparing for the next stage. Thank you
for motivation, encouragement and mutual cooperation. | wish success to our trainers and
participating peers.

Zugdidi public school N3
10" grade student
Ninia Rogava

The training was very interesting and | think it is necessary to continue this project in order to
inform more people about the issues that are important to eliminate the discussed problems.

Zugdidi public school N3
9t grade student
Khatia Shedania

| think, that similar projects should be conducted frequently and widespread throughout the
country to raise awareness to the point where we can reduce the number of mistakes in our
daily life.



Project “Role of Renewable Energy in Tackling the Problems of Climate Change and Air Pollution”

Zugdidi educational resource center

The mentioned project, first of all, contributes to raising awareness of youth. In energy
sector, as one of the leading sectors driving the country’s economy, it is important to involve
school students and inform them about the issues of this sector. The mentioned project also
encourages the students participating in the project to choose a profession in the field of
energy.

Thanks to the organizers of the mentioned project, thanks to all the participants, because it is
a very important project, which is focused on the development of students.

Acting Director of Zugdidi public school N3
Levan Ghurtskaia

The implemented project supported by UNICEF is a very important initiative. The mentioned
project is valuable from the point of view that it will guide students in case of choosing a
profession in the field of energy. | think that such activities should be continuous. Thanks to
the organizers of this project.

Director of N1 public school of village Ingiri, Zugdidi
Izolda Kalichava

During the training process, the expectations of the students were met, as it turned out to be
interesting and important for them. The students were actively involved in the training, which
was timely and necessary. It is necessary to continue training. We are looking forward to a
next meeting. | wish you success.

Ozurgeti public school N1
8" grade student
Maritina Gubelidze

| liked the training very much, because it was conducted with interactive learning methods
aimed at developing our skills. It also focused on revealing human life values. | received a lot
of new information that can be applied to practice. | would like such trainings to be held more
frequently.

St. Gabriel Bishop public school of village Bakhvi, Ozurgeti
11* grade student
Tazo Zhgheria

In my opinion, awareness raising related to this issue is necessary for any member of the
society. | think that getting more information in this direction will affect people’s behavior,
which will lead to the reduction of climate change and air pollution, as well as support for
renewable energy policies.

The trainers addressed these topics in a highly engaging manner. | would be delighted to
participate in similar projects in the future.
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Ozurgeti educational resource center

Tackling climate change is one of the goals of sustainable development. That is why it was very
timely and necessary to conduct trainings in St. Gabriel Bishop public school of village Bakhvi
and N1 public school of Ozurgeti, by the Energy Training Center.

The training was interactive for the students, they received interesting and important
information, were given the opportunity to form their own point of view and raise awareness.

Director of Ozurgeti Public school N1
Maia Tavartkiladze

Students were actively involved in the training conducted at Ozurgeti public school N1. The
trainers spoke in an interesting and understandable way for the students and the students
expressed wish to participate in similar trainings in future.

Acting Director of St. Gabriel Bishop public school of village Bakhvi, Ozurgeti
Mzia Vashalomidze

The training was organized at a high level and conducted in an engaging way. Students received
interesting information. The trainers thoroughly answered all the students’ questions. The
interestingly conducted trainings made the students eager to participate in such activities
with enthusiasm. | think the topic ofthe training was essential for youth.

St. Gabriel Bishop public school of village Bakhvi, Ozurgeti
8t grade student
Demetre Antadze

The trainers provided information on many issues | did not know about, so | became interested.
Now | think that energy engineering is a very interesting profession —future-oriented and vital
for the country. I assume that | will continue my studies at the Faculty of Energy. Thanks to the
organizers of the training.
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